Scalable Multi-Objective and Meta Reinforcement Learning via
Gradient Estimation

Zhenshuo Zhang, Minxuan Duan, Youran Ye, and Hongyang R. Zhang

Northeastern University, Boston, Massachusetts
Email: {zhang.zhens, duan.mi, ye.you, ho.zhang}@northeastern.edu

December 10, 2025

Abstract

We study the problem of efficiently estimating policies that simultaneously optimize multiple
objectives in reinforcement learning (RL). Given n objectives (or tasks), we seek the optimal
partition of these objectives into k < n groups, where each group comprises related objectives
that can be trained together. This problem arises in applications such as robotics, control, and
preference optimization in language models, where learning a single policy for all n objectives
is suboptimal as n grows. We introduce a two-stage procedure—meta-training followed by
fine-tuning—to address this problem. We first learn a meta-policy for all objectives using
multitask learning. Then, we adapt the meta-policy to multiple randomly sampled subsets of
objectives. The adaptation step leverages a first-order approximation property of well-trained
policy networks, which is empirically verified to be accurate within a 2% error margin across
various RL environments. The resulting algorithm, PolicyGradEx, efficiently estimates an
aggregate task-affinity score matrix given a policy evaluation algorithm. Based on the estimated
affinity score matrix, we cluster the n objectives into k groups by maximizing the intra-cluster
affinity scores. Experiments on three robotic control and the Meta-World benchmarks demonstrate
that our approach outperforms state-of-the-art baselines by 16% on average, while delivering
up to 26x faster speedup relative to performing full training to obtain the clusters. Ablation
studies validate each component of our approach. For instance, compared with random grouping
and gradient-similarity-based grouping, our loss-based clustering yields an improvement of 19%.
Finally, we analyze the generalization error of policy networks by measuring the Hessian trace of
the loss surface, which gives non-vacuous measures relative to the observed generalization errors.

1 Introduction

Reinforcement learning (RL) is a technique for sequential decision-making in interactive environments,
enabling agents to learn from feedback signals. A central challenge in RL is to develop agents that
generalize across a wide range of tasks rather than solving a single task in isolation. For instance, a
robot needs to master multiple related skills that share an underlying structure [43]. Prior work has
studied this problem for two closely related settings. The first, multitask reinforcement learning,
seeks to find a single policy that performs well across a given set of objectives (or tasks) [30, 13].
The second, meta-reinforcement learning, aims to learn a meta-initialization that can rapidly adapt
to unseen tasks [7, 27|. In both settings, however, the computational cost of evaluating and adapting
a shared policy over many competing objectives grows quickly with n.
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Figure 1: An overview of our approach. Left: Run multitask training on all the tasks, 171,75, ..., Ty,

and obtain to a meta-initialization policy mg«. Store the projected gradients of a surrogate loss
with meta-policy 6* for every transition from ¢t = 1,2,..., N. Middle: Estimate policy adaptation
performance on m task subsets using projected gradients as features in logistic regression. Right:
Compute an n x n task affinity score matrix based on the estimated loss values. Lastly, run a
clustering algorithm to group similar objectives, resulting in k subgroups G1i, ..., G, each of which
share the same policy within group.

This paper studies the problem of designing a (scalable) multi-objective optimizer for reinforcement
learning, with extensions to policy meta-adaptation. Learning from a diverse set of tasks has been
shown to improve generalization |33, 4, 41]. However, the main difficulty is modeling task relationships
and how different tasks transfer information to one another when trained together in a complex
network [38]. Existing approaches have considered measuring the similarity between gradient vectors
across tasks to quantify task relationships [42|. Notably, this gradient-similarity-based measure
corresponds to pairwise task-affinity scores, whereas in practice it is natural to model how multiple
policies interact when trained together [19]. Exhaustively searching over all subsets of {1,2,...,n}
is computationally infeasible: evaluating each subset typically requires a full training procedure, and
the number of subsets grows exponentially in n [2]. Greedy stepwise selection requires evaluation on
O(n?) subsets, which is again impractical for large n [18, 20].

To overcome these challenges, we introduce a scalable algorithm for estimating policy performance
on arbitrary task subsets without full training. Our algorithm starts by learning a single meta-policy
across all tasks, then uses a first-order surrogate model—derived from a Taylor approximation around
the meta-policy to efficiently estimate the outcome of fine-tuning on any subset. This approach is
analogous to a random ensemble [45], which allows us to compute a pairwise task affinity matrix
and partition the n objectives into k subgroups using a convex clustering procedure. The resulting
groups can be trained separately using any multitask or meta-RL optimizers. This overall approach
is illustrated in Figure 1.

We validate our approach through extensive experiments on both Meta-World [43] and robotic
control benchmarks [34]. We find that the first-order approximation applied to the outputs of a policy
network yields accurate estimates—typically within 2% error margin—while being up to 26x faster
than full training. Our algorithm consistently outperforms multitask and meta-RL baselines [40,
30, 31| by 16% on average, and surpasses baseline grouping strategies (such as random grouping
or gradient-similarity based grouping) by 23% and 16%, respectively. These results highlight the
effectiveness and scalability of our task-affinity estimation approach.

Lastly, we conduct a theoretical analysis of the generalization errors of policy networks. The
main technical approach is to compute (and measure) the trace of the Hessian of the loss surface [15,
14, 44]. See Theorem 1 for the precise statement. When evaluated on the above RL environments,
we find that the Hessian-based generalization bounds match the scale of empirical generalization



errors (see Figure 2).

In summary, the contributions of this paper are threefold. (1) We propose a first-order gradient
estimation algorithm to estimate policy performance on any given task subset efficiently. Based
on this gradient estimation, we design a scalable algorithm that computes an n x n task affinity
score matrix and partitions n objectives into k clusters via convex relaxation. (2) We conduct
extensive experiments to validate the efficiency of our approach for several multi-objective and
meta reinforcement learning benchmarks. The code for reproducing our results can be accessed at:
https://github.com/VirtuosoResearch/PolicyGradEx. (3) Finally, we show non-vacuous bounds
on the generalization error of the loss surface of policy networks via a PAC-Bayes analysis, and
report empirical estimates of the Hessian trace.

2 Problem Setup

We consider a Markov decision process in which an agent must learn a set of n tasks
T = {11, Ts,...,T,}. Each task T; is modeled as a Markov decision process (MDP) T; =
(S, A, P, Py, ri,7v), where all tasks share the same state space S, action space 4, transition model
P, and initial-state distribution Py, discount factor v, but differ in their reward functions r;. For a
policy my with parameters 6, we define its task-specific expected reward as

Ri(0) =E,, !Z At ri(st, at)] .
t=0

In multi-objective RL, the goal is to learn a single policy that performs well across all tasks. A
natural aggregate objective is the average reward

Rr(6) = - " Rif6).
=1

More generally, for any subset S C T', we define

Rs(0) = ‘;‘ > Ri(9).

T;€S

Pairwise task interactions can be characterized through this notion. For example, Ry; i1(6)
captures the joint performance on tasks T; and T}, providing a meaningful measure of their affinity.
A key challenge in multitask learning is negative transfer, where conflicting gradients from two tasks
degrade optimization efficiency and final performance [38|. This occurs when

Ryijy(0) < (Ri(0) + R;(0)) /2,

indicating that training the pair together is detrimental compared to training each task separately.

Our goal is to model the underlying relationship between the n tasks, which can be used to
group similar tasks or select a small representative subset for meta-learning. However, searching
for the optimal partition requires evaluating Rg(€) for multiple subsets S C T, since the number
of possible subsets is 2". Greedy stepwise selection again requires evaluating O(n?) subsets, where
each evaluation typically involves a full RL training or adaptation procedure |18, 21|. This is again
intractable for large n.

To address this challenge, we introduce an efficient gradient-estimation algorithm to
approximate the loss of any subset trained on a policy network without repeated
training. This enables us to scale up multi-objective RL to a large number of objectives n, as we
will describe next.
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3 Owur Approach

This section describes our proposed algorithm for multi-objective reinforcement learning. The
algorithm consists of two main stages. We first find a meta-policy 6* trained using all tasks. Then,
compute a surrogate model to estimate the adapted performance of #* on a subset of {1,2,...,n}.
This surrogate modeling framework enables efficient estimation of subset combinations without
repeated training. In the second stage, we estimate the fine-tuning performance Rg, on m randomly
chosen subsets S1,Ss, ..., S, of T, for every 1 < i < m. For each subset, we solve a weighted logistic
regression problem to estimate the adaptation parameters éSi and then estimate an approximate
loss. Importantly, we run this second step using precomputed gradients and functional values at
0* from the first stage. The key technique that enables this gradient estimation is a first-order
approximation property of the policy reward that we also empirically verify for various RL
settings.

3.1 Surrogate Modeling

Our goal is to estimate the output of a policy update starting from the meta-initialization 8*. To
do so efficiently, we linearize the policy gradient objective around 6* and reformulate the one-step
update as a weighted logistic regression problem.

We begin with the standard policy gradient objective used in algorithms such as Proximal Policy
Optimization (PPO) [29]:

7r9(at|st)

J(6) =K, [rt(ﬂ)flt} , where () = o~ (aa] 1)

is the probability ratio and flt is the estimated reward for the state-action pair (s¢, at) at time
t. We perform a first-order Taylor expansion of the log-probability log 7y (a¢|s;) around the initial
parameters 0*. Let Af = 0 — 6* and define the gradient feature vector

gt = Vlog mo(at|st)|y_g.-

The first-order Taylor expansion of the above log-probability-ratio is given by:

logr(0) = log mg(at|st) — log mo«(ay|st)
=g/ A+, (1)

where € refers to the approximation error of the expansion. Provided that A# is small relative to 6*,
we have another approximation as (with an error of (1 — 7)%/2)

ri(0) =~ 1 + logri(0). (2)
By applying equations (1) and (2) back to J(6), we have:

J(0) ~ K [At(l +g/ A0)| .

Since E;[A;] does not depend on Af, maximizing .J(6) reduces to maximizing the following which is
linear in 6:

Ei[Ag/ (60— 0%)].

Surrogate loss. Next, we turn the above reward maximization on J(6) into a weighted binary
classification problem. For every (s, a¢, Ay), for any ¢t € {1,2,..., N}, define:



Algorithm 1 Policy gradient estimation (POLICYGRADEX)
Input: m random subsets from 7T, S1,S9,...,5n
Require: Initial meta-policy parameter §* € RP; Number of episodes N; Projection dimension d

1: mg» < Setup the meta-policy for all tasks in 7

2: S1,59,...,8, < m random subsets of T with size a
3: P+ A p by d isotropic Gaussian random projection matrix
4: fort=1,...,N do

5: for T; € T do

6 Git < PTVTFQ*(at’«St)

7 Wit < ’At‘ .

8 Yi,t < sign(A;)

9: end for

10: end for

11: for j=1,...,m do

12: Ay + arg MinpgeRrd ﬁsj (0" + PAG)

13 09 «— 0%+ PAd,

14 f(Sj) < —Lg,(69))

15: end for

16: Return f(S1), ..., f(Sm)

e Target binary label 3, = sign(4;) € {—1,+1}, indicating if the action was better or worse than
Zero.

e Classifier score z; = gt—r Af, linear score for the update.
e Sample weight w; = |A;|, magnitude of the reward.

This yields a per-sample surrogate loss as follows:
U(ge, ye, wi; AB) = wy - log(1 + (—y (g AF))).

For a given task subset S, let Dg denote the set of trajectory samples (gi ¢, i+, wit) from all the
tasks T; € S, across all the samples (with an extra index 7). The average loss for the subset S is
defined by the average loss over all the samples from all the tasks within the subset .S:

Ls@)= = Y tg.y,w0). 3)

(gvy»w)GDS

Minimizing this loss over Af = 6 — 6* yields the estimated adaptation for the subset S from the
meta-policy 6*.

Random projection. Since the gradient vectors g;; € RP may be high-dimensional (with p in the
order of millions), we apply random projections to reduce the dimension down to a few hundred (in
practice, d = 400 suffices). This projection provably preserves the pairwise similarity between all
pairs of gradient vectors via the Johnson—Lindenstrauss Lemma [12|. We sample a random projection
matrix P € RP*? where d < p and every entry of P is independently drawn from a Gaussian
N(0,d'). We project the high-dimensional gradients to a d-dimensional space as

Gir = P giy.



Table 1: We empirically find that the approximation error of e is negligible for several interactive RL
environments. We report the mean and standard deviation of the approximation error across 10
random subsets. We defer a detailed description of the setup to the experiments section.

Distance MT10 CartPole Highway  Lunarlander

0.1% 0.01:‘:0,01% 0.12;‘:0.14% 0.02:|:0_02% 0.06:|:0_01%
0.5% 0.434073% 0.7340.10% 0.1140.090%  0.0340.020%
1.0% 0.324056% 0.984065% 2.041058%  0.4840.01%

Then, we solve a logistic regression problem in the d-dimensional space with 6; € R%:

~ 1
Qd < arg min ——— Z E(ga Y, w; Hd)a (4>
64er? | D, |
(gvy7w)€DSJ
for any j = 1,2,...,m. Finally, we turn the solution from dimension d back to the original dimension

p as ' .
09 = 6* + Po,.

The complete description of this surrogate modeling procedure is provided in Algorithm 1.

3.2 Evaluation of First-Order Policy Approximation

A critical assumption is the accuracy of the approximation in equation (1). Here we observe that the
approximation error remains negligible for 6 around 8*. We evaluate this approximation by measuring
the relative residual sum of squares (RSS) error across multiple RL environments. Specifically, we
compute:

(log mo(at|st) — log e (ay|st) — g;—AH)2
(log mg(ar|st))?

where Af =60 — 6* and g, = Vlog Wg(at]st)‘eza*.

We begin by verifying that adapted policies remain close to the meta-initialization 6*. Using ten
randomly sampled subsets, we evaluate the relative distance ”?lgf ﬁlﬁlF , confirming that adaptation
stays within a local neighborhood where the approximation is valid.

We report the RSS error measured on MT10 from the MetaWorld benchmark, CartPole, Lu-
narLander, and Highway in Table 1. In these environments, the policy, a four-layer MLP, is trained
to perform various control tasks by selecting an action based on its output given the states. We
sample 2048 steps per task to obtain the gradients. The results are averaged over 10 randomly
sampled subsets of size 5. For a proper initialization 6*, the approximation error is less than 2%
when the updated policy 6 remains close to the initial policy. This verifies that the first-order
expansion provides a sufficiently accurate local model for surrogate-based policy estimation. The
approximation error increases from less than 2% to up to 10% when the policy’s parameter distance
from initialization grows to around 5%, defining the boundaries of our method’s applicability.

)

3.3 Task Affinity Grouping

We next quantify the pairwise relationships between tasks by constructing a task affinity matrix
U € R™*", where each entry U; ; captures the collaborative behavior between tasks T; and T;. Larger
values indicate that jointly fine-tuning on the two tasks produces higher surrogate performance.



Algorithm 2 Clustering related objectives into subgroups using the task affinity score matrix
Input: n tasks 7; number of desired clusters k

Require: Number of subsets m with size a; Regularization parameter A; Number of episodes N;
Projected dimension d

Output: A disjoint partition of {1,2,...,n} into k groups

: 0% + Train a meta-initialization policy with 7
. S1,...,8m < Sample m subsets of size « from T

- f(S1), f(S2), ..., f(Sm) < Apply POLICYGRADEX with (51,55, ..., Sm; 0% N, d)
U < An n x n affinity score matrix via equation (5)
X « Solve a convex relaxation program (7) with U and regularization parameter A

: G1,Ga,...,G < Round X into k subgroups

A naive approach is to repeatedly train a model for all the (g) subsets, which is impractical.

Instead, we sample m random subsets {51, ..., Sy} and use the surrogate model to compute their
estimated performance f(S;) = —Lg,(0;), for all i = 1,2, ..., m based on Algorithm 1. We then
compute an n X n task affinity score matrix as follows:

Ui=— % s, (5)

Y 1<i<m{T, T }eS,

for all ¢ and j in {1,2,...,n}, where n;; is the number of sampled subsets containing both T; and
T;. As a remark, provided that m = O(n?), then n; ; must be nonzero with high probability, for all
iand jin {1,2,...,n}.

We then cluster tasks by solving a convex optimization problem that maximizes intra-cluster
affinity, following a trace-regularized relaxation [1|. This step is very fast since it runs on an n by n
matrix with n being at most several hundred, which can typically be solved in just a few seconds.
Moreover, this procedure can be repeated with different values of A to determine the optimal number
of clusters k for downstream performance. For brevity, we defer a complete description of the convex
relaxation program to the Appendix. The whole procedure is described in Algorithm 2.

4 Experiments

We conduct a comprehensive set of experiments to validate POLICYGRADEX and its application
across various multi-objective reinforcement learning benchmarks. Our evaluation is designed to
answer two key questions: (1) Does our surrogate model accurately and efficiently approximate
the outcome of full policy training on various task subsets? (2) Do task groups identified by our
algorithm lead to superior performance in downstream multitask and meta-RL evaluations compared
to state-of-the-art and heuristic baselines?

Our finding shows that our surrogate modeling approach achieves high accuracy in estimating
multitask RL performance, with over 0.73 normalized mutual information relative to the ground-truth,
while reducing the number of floating-point operations (FLOPs) by up to 26x. In downstream
evaluations, POLICYGRADEX outperforms existing multitask optimizers by 19% in multitask RL
benchmarks and achieves a 13% improvement in the meta-RL setting. Furthermore, we compare
our task affinity grouping algorithm to random grouping and gradient-similarity based grouping,
showing that POLICYGRADEX achieves a 19% improvement over both. Ablation analysis validates
the use of random projections and the choice of k in the algorithm.



Table 2: Normalized Mutual Information (NMI) between estimated and actual clusters, measured
on two environments trained with a multi-layer perceptron (MLP). In the last column, the speedup
is measured as the ratio of the FLOP count between full training and POLICYGRADEX.

# MLP layers ‘ Meta-World LunarLander ‘ Speedup

2 0.76 0.73 21x
4 0.76 0.73 24x
8 0.76 0.73 26

4.1 Experimental Setup

Environments. We evaluate our method on two types of benchmarks. First, we use MT10 from
the Meta-World benchmark [43], which consists of 10 diverse robotic manipulation tasks. While
these tasks share common state and action spaces, their reward functions and dynamics vary (e.g., a
goal position in one task may correspond to an object’s position in another). Second, we use three
classic control environments from Gymnasium [34] and MO-Gymnasium [6]: CartPole, Highway,
and LunarLander. For each, we generate a distribution of 10 source tasks by altering key physical
parameters (e.g., pole length for CartPole, traffic density for Highway, and gravity for LunarLander).

Baselines. We compare our method against two categories of baselines. (1) Multi-objective
RL baselines: These represent standard and state-of-the-art multitask approaches for multitasks
training: a single policy trained on all tasks; Soft Modularization [40|, which employs a routing-
based selection mechanism; PaCo [31], an ensemble method that composes policies from a shared
parameter subspace; and CARE [30], which performs inference using contextual information to adapt
policies. (2) Grouping baselines: These methods use the same number of groups as our approach
but employ different heuristic grouping procedures. This allows us to isolate the benefit of our
affinity modeling. We include random grouping (where tasks are randomly assigned to k groups)
and gradient-similarity-based grouping (where tasks are clustered based on the cosine similarity of
their respective policy gradients).

Implementations. For the MT10 benchmark, we group the n = 10 tasks into k = 3 subsets and
train a separate policy for each subgroup using soft modularization. We measure performance using
the average success rate per task.

For the control environments, we form the meta-training set by randomly selecting one from
each task group provided by POLICYGRADEX. We then use MAML [7] to train a meta-policy on
the assigned tasks.

The final performance is measured by the average reward after 200 adaptation steps on 50 unseen
target tasks. All experiments are conducted using PyTorch on an Ubuntu server with an Intel Xeon
E5-2623 CPU and an NVIDIA Quadro RTX 6000 GPU.

4.2 Results for Loss Function Estimation

We first evaluate both the approximation accuracy and computational cost of POLICYGRADEX. We
establish ground-truth subset clusters based on task-affinity scores derived from rewards obtained by
training policies on different task subsets. We then use Normalized Mutual Information (NMI) to
quantify the accuracy of the subsets estimated by POLICYGRADEX against this ground truth.

As shown in Table 2, on both MetaWorld and LunarLander, POLICYGRADEX identifies subset
clusters that achieve over 0.73 similarity to those obtained from full-policy training, while reducing
FLOPs by a factor of 26 x. By contrast, the NMI under random clustering is approximately 0.2.



Table 3: Comparison of our approach with several baseline methods. We report the average success
rate on the Meta-World benchmark and the rewards (after adaptation) for three robotic control
environments. As for the meta-RL setting, we several a subset of tasks for which we set as the source
transfer tasks. We note that CARE does not apply to the control tasks in the meta-RL setting. We
report the mean and standard deviation from five runs.

RL Environment Meta-World  CartPole  Highway LunarLander
Multi-task training [43] 71.3412% 145.949 0 140.0146 53.8414.6
Soft modularization [40] 82.0:&1.1% 139.3:‘:9.5 141.3:|:3.5 66.1:‘:13‘0
PaCo [31] 73.1:|:1.1% 144.5:|:5.2 136.6:|:6.4 62.6:‘:11.4
CARE [30] 84.041.8% / / /
Randomly assign each task into k groups  58.2462% 14411101 1434454 7314117
Gradient-similarity-based grouping [42] 69.641.9% 142.0482 135.6474 80.846.9
Algorithm 2 (This paper) 94~0:t2.8% 159'2:t3.8 153-5:|:7.8 82.8:|:6.9

Moreover, the relative error between the estimated task affinity matrix and the ground-truth matrix
is at most 0.2.

4.3 Results for Multi-Objective Optimization

We report the evaluation results in Table 3. On the Meta-World benchmark, our approach improves
the average success rate by 21% compared to multitask optimizers. It also achieves a 62% improvement
over training with random groups and a 35% improvement over training with gradient-similarity-based
groups. This observation suggests that random grouping and gradient similarity-based grouping in
Meta-World tasks can result in negative transfer. In contrast, POLICYGRADEX selects task groups
with positive transferability, thereby improving the final success rate.

Next, we evaluate the ability of POLICYGRADEX to select a representative task subset for
meta-learning in the three control RL environments. Using MAML as the meta-learner, our approach
improves the final adapted reward by 7% compared to multitask optimizers.

Finally, we compare with two baseline meta-training settings: training on all available source
tasks and training on randomly grouped tasks. Our approach achieves a 13% improvement over
both baselines and a 9% improvement compared to gradient-similarity-based grouping.

4.4 Generalization Error Measurements via Hessians

Next, we analyze the generalization behavior. by evaluating a sharpness measure based on the
Hessian trace of the test loss for the policy network and the policy gradient loss. A smaller trace
value suggests a flatter loss landscape. We implement Hutchinson’s estimator and leverage a faster
version of this estimator [25] to estimate the Hessian trace of RL models. We compute the policy
gradient loss from the target tasks and measure the difference between the training loss and test loss
as the generalization error. Results for the largest eigenvalue of the Hessian are similar.

First, we evaluate the Hessian trace and the policy generalization error between single-task
training, multitask training on ten tasks, and training on a task group selected by POLICYGRADEX.
We begin training from the initial policy for 100 iterations, each with 2048 steps.

Figure 2a shows the dynamics of the trace of the Hessian and the generalization errors during
training. We find that they both follow a qualitatively similar trend. Next, as shown in Figure 2b,
we find that single-task training yields a very low generalization error in the Meta-World benchmark,



1808inglv-task (MetaWorld Multi-task (MetaWorld Ours (MetaWorld) Errors (MetaWorld) 4., Errors x 10~3 (Control)
160 07

E 90 E El 2.0
N g 80 = 50 - |
= = = \Y _— |
0 0 0 0f¢ P10 L 9
0 20 40 60 80 100 0 20 40 60 80 100 0 20 40 60 80 100 1 3 6 10 1 3 6 10
Iterations Iterations Iterations @ @
10, Single-task (Control) o W 10 M o0, Traces (MetaWorld) - Traces (Control)
8 101 —— Hessian g 1071 ) 107!
G 5 Error =102 I ) 150 0.3
=102 =10 S 102
, 107 7‘3
1077550 40 60 s0 100 0w Voo dwesotoo T 5 6 1 27 5 6 1
[terations [terations [terations « «
(a) Illustration of Hessian traces and generalization errors (b) Varying subset size a in Algorithm 2

Figure 2: Illustrating the Hessian trace measurements and empirical generalization errors with
respect to the policy network. Figure 2a: Showing that the Hessian trace is comparable in scale to
the observed generalization errors, tested on Meta-World and a control task. Figure 2b: Showing
that in a Meta-World environment, the generalization error reaches the highest when the subset size
a = 3, suggesting negative transfer among a small set of tasks. In the meta-RL control task, the
generalization performance monotonically improves with the addition of more tasks in each group.

indicating that a single policy can solve an individual task. However, when the task count reaches
three, the generalization error sharply increases, suggesting that a single policy struggles to perform
well across multiple tasks. As the number of tasks increases, the generalization error and the Hessian
trace decrease, indicating the positive transfer among tasks. In the control environments, we observe
that both the generalization error and the Hessian trace decrease as « increases.

4.5 Ablation Analysis

Given that each task is solvable in the Meta-World benchmark, our goal is to determine the minimum
number of groups k required to maximize the success rate. We vary k from 1 to 4, observing average
success rates of 94.0% when k = 3, compared to 89.5% when k = 2 and 95.1% when k& = 4. Thus,
we report the final results with three groups. For the control environments, we vary k£ from 1 to 5.
We find that the success rate stabilizes after k reaches 3, so we report results using three groups.

For the random projection dimension d, we vary it from 200 to 1000 and observe that values
beyond 400 yield minimal gains, so we fix d = 400.

5 Generalization Error Analysis via Hessians

In this section, we present a generalization error analysis for the RL setting described above. We
present a Hessian-based technique to quantify generalization errors, applicable to any kind of policy
network used in RL training. We first describe the tools that we will use. Given a data distribution
of D, let

Lifw)= B [(fw(zx)y)]

(xvy)N,D

10



denote the expected loss of an input sample z,y. Let ﬁ( fw) denote the empirical loss given n
independent samples (x1,y1), (€2,Y2), - - -, (Zn, yn) sampled from D:

E(fw) = = 3 U fw(ai), o).
i=1

Let W C R? denote the weight space of W. Assume that the weighted Hessian along z is bounded
by a fixed constant H that does not grow with d or n:

H = sup (WT E [[V2(fw(x),9)]"] W) :
Wew (z,y)~D

where [V2((fi(x),y)]T means that we truncate the negative eigen-directions of the Hessian to zero.

Then, we have the following generalization error bound, which applies uniformly to the hypothesis

space {fw : W € W}.

Theorem 1. Assume that the loss function £ is bounded between O and C' for a fized constant C' > 0
on the data distribution D. Suppose L(fw (-),-) is twice-differentiable in W and the Hessian matriz
V2U(fw(-),-) is Lipschitz-continuous within the weight space W. Suppose there exists a fized bound
H on the Hessian trace over any W € W. Then, for any W in W, any € > 0 small enough, and any
small & > 0, with probability at least 1 — & over the randommness of n samples, we have:

Lifw) < L+ OL(w) + (14| T e (©

where € = O(n=3/*log(671)) denotes the error term.

The proof of Theorem 1 is based on a PAC-Bayes analysis [15, 44|, and the details are in the
Appendix. In particular, a new aspect of this result is that we use an anisotropic perturbation in
the prior and posterior distributions. We build on a linear PAC-Bayes bound (See Theorem 2 in the
Appendix), and optimize the noise distribution to obtain the H measure.

In Figure 2, we visualize the Hessian trace on the Meta-World and the control tasks. Our results
show that the Hessian trace is comparable in scale to the observed generalization errors. In the
Meta-World benchmark, the generalization error increases as the number of tasks increases from
one to three, suggesting negative transfer. As more tasks are added, the error decreases, indicating
positive transfer.

6 Related Work

Multi-objective optimization for reinforcement learning. Early works on multitask learning
use hard parameter sharing, where a single neural network backbone is shared among all tasks, with
only the final layers or heads being task-specific [43]. A canonical example is the multi-head Soft
Actor-Critic (SAC) architecture, which serves as a common baseline [43].

The multitask objective provides implicit regularization across multiple tasks trained together in
a shared network [38], which can be formalized in a high-dimensional regression setting [39]. Training
the model to learn representations useful across a diverse set of tasks helps prevent overfitting.
A deeper analysis of the regularization effect behind multitask RL is an interesting question for
future work.
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Data attribution and model interpretability. Another line of work involves data modeling,
which aims to trace a model’s predictions back to its training data. One method is to retrain the
model on a different subset of the dataset and estimate the Shapley value of each sample [9]. A
commonly used technique is influence functions [16], which use Hessians to approximate the effect of
removing a sample. Datamodels [11] finds that a linear regression method can accurately approximate
the outcome of deep nets trained with a subset of samples on computer vision tasks. Li et al. [19]
introduce a linear surrogate model for multitask learning and analyze the sample complexity of
linear surrogate models. TRAK [26] further demonstrates that the approximate solution of linear
regression computed with projected gradients delivers comparable results to the original linear model
for ImageNet, CLIP, and BERT. Our work contributes to this literature by applying attribution
methods to design RL algorithms.

7 Conclusion

This paper introduces an efficient algorithm for multi-objective reinforcement learning. The overall
approach works by first training a meta-policy via multitask learning. Then, use a gradient-estimation
algorithm to adapt this meta-policy to multiple subsets of training objectives. The key observation is
that a policy can effectively adapt across different task subsets through a first-order approximation
with a proper initialization. Leveraging this, we propose a surrogate model to approximate the
actual training performance of the policy, which enabled us to derive task affinities and subsequently
cluster similar tasks into groups. In extensive reinforcement learning tasks, our method consistently
improves performance. Lastly, we measure sharpness via Hessians to analyze generalization in
multi-objective RL. We hope this work inspires further studies on designing principled methods for
multi-objective reinforcement learning and quantifying generalization in policy learning algorithms.
Further applying our approach to broader RL settings is another promising direction for future work.
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A Clustering Algorithms

We provide further details on using optimization to cluster task groups based on the task affinity
matrix. For a partition into m clusters, represented by binary indicator vectors v1,..., vy, the
objective, which corresponds to the average density of the m clusters, is given by

m

.
> u
Ky

=1 Vi Vi

However, directly optimizing this combinatorial objective is NP-hard. We therefore introduce a

matrix variable
X iUy
§ : To.
i=1 "¢ 7t

<

<

The objective can then be rewritten as maximizing the inner product (U, X). In this formulation,
the number of clusters m is equal to both the rank of X. Relaxing the non-convex rank constraint
leads to a semi-definite program (SDP) formulation. To avoid specifying the number of clusters
m and to automatically determine a suitable number of groups, we penalize the trace of X in the
objective. This yields the following regularized optimization problem:

U, X) — \-Tr[X 7
e (U,X) - AT )
st. Xe=e Tr[X] =k

X =0,X >0,

where e is the vector of all ones, and A > 0 is a hyperparameter that controls the penalty on the
number of clusters, effectively balancing clustering quality with the total number of groups.
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Once we solve the SDP for the optimal X, we recover the discrete cluster assignments through
a rounding procedure. This clustering procedure is efficient to implement in practice; solving the
SDP for a typical number of tasks takes several seconds. Thus, the computational cost is negligible
compared to the cost of model training.

B Proof of Theorem 1

We provide a high-level illustration of the proof of Theorem 1. There are two main steps in the
proof. First, we would like to show that on the original input distribution, the gap between test
and training losses remains bounded by the Hessian distance measure. Second, we show that such a
statement holds for every transformed distribution of the input distribution. Thus, we reduce the
proof of equation (6) to the first step.

Proof sketch. We start with the first step. Let

EZ fW :17@ 7, , and

Lfw) = (1@ (@) )]

3

denote the training (and test) losses of fiy, given n independent samples from data distribution
D. Let Q denote the posterior distribution. Specifically, we consider Q as being centered at the
learned hypothesis W (which could be anywhere within the hypothesis space), given by a Gaussian
distribution N (W, X), where ¥ is a p by p covariance matrix. Given a sample U ~ N (0,X), let the
perturbed loss be given by

tolfw(@),y) =E[l(fwiv(2),y)]. (8)

Then, let Lo(W) be the averaged value of £o(fiw(-),-), taken over n empirical samples from the
training dataset. Likewise, let Lo(W) be the population average of £o(fw (-),), in expectation over
an unseen data sample from the underlying data distribution.

Having introduced the notations, we start with the PAC-Bayes bound [24], stated as follows.

Theorem 2. Suppose the loss ¢(fw(x),y) lies in a bounded range [0,C] given any © € X with label
y. Let P and Q be prior and posterior distributions on the weights W. For any B € (0,1) and
0 € (0,1), with probability at least 1 — §, we hhave:

C’(KL(QHP) + log %)
28(1 = B)n
This result provides flexibility in setting 8. Our results will set S to balance the two terms. We

will need the KL divergence between the prior P and the posterior @ in the PAC-Bayesian analysis.
This is stated in the following classical result.

Lo(W) < =Lo(W) +

9)

Q\H

Proposition 3. Suppose P = N(X,X) and Q = N(Y,X) are both Gaussian distributions with mean
vectors given by X € RP)Y € RP, and population covariance matriz X € RP*P. The KL divergence
between P and Q is equal to

KL(Q|IP) = %(X -y (X -Y).
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We are interested in the perturbed loss, £o(fw (), y), which is the expectation of ¢( fw v (z),y)
over U. Using a Taylor expansion, we find that

Lo(fw (@), y) — U fw(@).y) < (B, V2 fw(x),y)) +e.

where ¥ is the population covariance matrix of the perturbation, V2 is the Hessian matrix with
respect to the weights of fy, and € = Oy (Tr[X])%/2. See Lemma 5 for the complete statement of
this result.

Based on the above expansion, next, we apply the PAC-Bayes bound from equation (9) to an
L-layer transformer neural network fy parameterized by W. We note that the KL divergence
between the prior and posterior distributions, which are both Gaussian, is equal to <Z_1, va>,
where v is the difference between the initialized and the trained weights.

Next, we combine the above Hessian-based bound and KL divergence in the PAC-Bayes bound.
Let V%_ denote the truncated Hessian matrix where we set the negative eigenvalues of V2 to zero.
We have that

(3, Vip [ fw (2),9)]) < (3, VAU fw (@), ). (10)

Substituting into (9), and minimizing over S and ¥, we will derive an upper bound on the general-
ization error (between L(fw) and L(fw)) equal to

VWV (), )] W -
o = Su su
WGBV (z,y)IN)D \/ﬁ ’

where W is the support of the distribution from which the data is drawn.
We will use a Taylor expansion to bound the perturbed loss, as follows.

Claim 4. Let fyy be twice-differentiable, parameterized by weight vector W € RP. Let U € RP be
another vector with dimension p. For any W and U, the following identity holds

(s (w)s) = (e (@),) + UT V0w @), 9) + U IViw (@), 90 + Ro(CCfi (), ),

where Ro(U(fw (),y))) is a second-order error term in a Taylor expansion of £ o fy around W.

Proof. The proof follows from the fact that £o fy is twice-differentiable. By the mean value theorem,
there must exist n between W and U + W such that

Ra((fw (), ) = UT (V2L (@), )] = V2 fw (), )] U.

This completes the proof of the claim.
Based on the above result, we provide a Taylor’s expansion for /o minus .

Lemma 5. In the setting of Theorem 1, suppose each parameter is perturbed by an independent
random variable drawn from N(0,%). Let Lo(fw(x),y) be the loss averaged over the noise. There is
a value Cy that does not depend on n and 1/6 such that

N|w

Lo(fw(x),y) = L(fw(x),y) < %@, VEU(fw (2),9)]) + C1(Tx [2]) (12)
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Proof. We take the expectations over U of both sides of the equation in Claim 4. The result becomes

E[l(fw+u(@),y)] = E [ﬁ(fw(oo, )+ UV (), ) + 50TV (), )]U + Ball( i (), y))] :

Then, we use the perturbation distribution to calculate
ol fi(@).y) = B[ (@).9)) + E [0V w(@).9)] + 3 E [UT 92w @) 9)I0] + ERe(Clh (@) )]

Since E[U] = 0, the first-order term vanishes. The second-order term becomes

B |UT V0 fw (@), )]V = (2, V1w (). 9)- (13)
The expectation of the error term Ra(¢(fiw(x),y)) be
E[Ro(U(fw (@) )] = E [UT (V[0 @), )] = Ve fw (). 9))) U
<E [HUIIQ Hv? (U fal), )] = V2 Fw (@), )] ]
SEIUI- Gl

e (E [UTUDg = Oy (e [8)).

To obtain the first inequality in the last line, we have used that 7 lies on the line between W and
W + U, so that ||n|| < ||U||, and that the Hessian is Lipschitz. Thus, the proof is complete.

The last piece we will need is the uniform convergence of the Hessian, which uses the fact that
the Hessian is Lipschitz continuous.

Lemma 6. In the setting of Theorem 1, there exist values Ca, Cs that do not grow with n and 1/6,
such that for any § > 0, with probability at least 1 — § over the randomness of the n training examples,
we have

Ca+/log(Csn /o)
< n .

F

(14)

;ZV2[£(fW(xi),yi)]— E [V[l(fw(x),y)]

(z,y)~D

The proof will be deferred to Section B.0.1. With these results ready, we will provide proof of
the Hessian-based generalization bound.
Now, we present the full proof of Theorem 1.

Proof of Theorem 1. First, we separate the gap between L(W') and %ﬁ(W) into three parts:

. 1. .
LW) = LW) = Lo(W) + Lo(W) = 5 Lo(W) + ZLo(W) —
By Lemma 5, we can bound the difference between L(W) and Lgo(W) by the Hessian trace plus an
error:

L(W) — L(W).

Q\}—‘

1. 1 3 1-
LW) = ZEW) <= &[5 Pl @) ] + v EDE + (La(W) - GLoW))
45 (5 2 ST [Pt ). wl)) + Cu(Tr (22,
i=1
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After rearranging the terms, we find

1. 1 ) 1 1 2 |
L(W) - Buwv_nmgp2@57wmmmwﬂ+,wKAJEV[uwm»%m
E
41t ! P05 4+ Lo(W) — éﬁg(wz. (15)
Ey
We analyze E; by separating it into two parts

111 1

EFﬁ@Zb@Nmemmwﬁg@MEWHmu>ﬂ) (16)
1-p

+ 25 (x’yﬂ;lwp [(, v2£(fw(37)7y)>] . (17)

We can use the uniform convergence result of Lemma 6 to bound the term in (16), leading to:

(Zzwﬁwmm—E[@wwmmm)

(z,y)~D

(by Cauchy-Schwarz)

Zv (fwiaw) = B [V ())]

_Qﬂ
a\f Cs log(an/é)
TN

In particular, the second step also uses the fact that the Hessian is a symmetric p by p matrix. As
for equation (17), we have that

1-6 2 1-8 )
BT [(Z, VE(fw (2),9))] < W@’(w,ﬁp [V2e(fw (@), 9)]),

F

(18)

Combined with equation (18), we have shown that

0—2 . fo) n —
= Cgﬁ;ﬁg )y 125B<2’<x§?~p (V3w (@), 9)])- (19)

Next, for E5, we use the PAC-Bayes bound of Theorem 2. In particular, we set the prior distribution
P as the distribution of U and the posterior distribution Q as the distribution of W + U. Thus,

Ey

IN

B, < C(KL(Q||P) + log(671)) - CGWTElWHog(él))'
26(1— B)n 26(1— B)n

Combining equations (15), (19), (20), we claim that with probability at least 1 — 2J, we must have:

(20)

1. 02\/]3-02 log(an/5) 1+,3 3/2 Clog%
B T Y Y A A T
Ty —1 _
cwis™'w 1 5<E’HW>’ (22)

480 —pm T 28
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where

Hy= E [[V2£(fW(x)7y)]+] ’
(z,y)~D

We next choose ¥ and 3 € (0,1) to minimize the above bound. In particular, we set

C _1 T
\/ 21— B WP 2)

so that the two terms in equation (22) are equal to each other:

5 \/2<1 T ) < EWHHWWH i
VL |
< CH

By plugging in o to equation (21) and re-arranging terms, the gap between L(W) and B_lf)(W)
can be bounded as:

1. 1 |CH  Co/2plog(Csn/d) , 1+ 3/2 C 1
L — =L < = Tr X log —.
(W) 5 (W)_ﬁ - + ENG o+ CTr [¥] +2ﬁ(1—5)n0g5
Let f =1/(1 + €) and so that e = (1 — 8)/8. We find that
A CH
LW)<(1+4€e)LW)+ (1+¢) - €, where
Cav/2plog(Csn/d) 1 3/2 C 1
= 14— Tr X —log —.
¢ NG U+<+5>Cl = S5 8 5
Notice that £ is of order
O(n~1+n"1+1log(6Hnt) = O(log(6"H)n~1).
Therefore, we have shown that with probability at least 1 — 6,
; CH 34
L(fw) < L+ OLUw) + (14 9y T 4 01, (24)

The proof is now complete.

B.0.1 Proof of Lemma 6

In this section, we provide the proof of Lemma 6, which shows the uniform convergence of the loss
Hessian.

Proof of Lemma 6. Let C, € > 0, and let

S={WeRr:|W|,<C}.
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There exists an e-cover of S with respect to the fo-norm with at most max <(3C) , > elements;

see, e.g., Example 5.8 [36]. Let T C S denote this cover. Recall that the Hessian V2[¢(fy (z),y)] is
C:-Lipschitz for all (W 4+ U) € S,W € S. Then we have

V2 fwru (@), 9)] = VI(fw (@), ]| < CL [T, -
For §,€ > 0, define the event

1 n
_ {v WeT, |~ 3 Ve fwa),y0)] - JEL [V2e(fw (2),p)]]|| < 5}.
i=1 Z,y)~ F
By the matrix Bernstein inequality [35], we have
52
>1— ).
Pr[E] >1—4-|N|-p-exp < 2042) (25)

Next, for any W € S, we can pick some W + U € T such that ||U||, < e. We have

< C|[Ully < Cre
F

VR (e ) - 5 3 VPl < U, < Cre
j=1 j=1 »

E [V(fwiv(@),)] = E [V(fw(x),)]]

(z,y)~D (z,y)~D

Therefore, for any W € S, we obtain:

LYV @)l - B[V <20+ s
j=1 T P

Set € = §/(2C) so that on the event F,

W V) ) - B (@) )]
j=1

z,y)~D

F
The event F happens with a probability of at least:

nd? nd?
1—4|T|p-exp (_W> =1—4p-exp <log T — 507 ) .

Now, we have log |T'| < plog(3B/¢e) = plog(6CC4/6). If we set
5— \/4pa2 log(3rCCin/a)

n

: (26)

so that log(37CCin/a) > 1 (because n > % and 7 > 1), then we find

—plog 6CC1vn
V/4pa?log(3rCCin/a)

—plog 3CC1\/n
ay/plog(3rCCin/a)

<plog (3rCCin/a) — 2plog (3rCCin/a) (1 > 1,log(37CCin/a)

= —plog (3rCCin/a) < —plog(er). (3CCin/«

plog(6CCY/8) — nd*/(2a?%)

) —2plog (3rCCin/a)

> —2plog (3rCCin/a)

1)
e)

>
>
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Therefore, with a probability at least

L~ 4Np - exp(-nd?/(20%)) = 1 dp(er) 7, (27)
we have
y o log(37 n/oa
,11ZVz[ﬁ(fw(ﬂﬁj%yj)]—(M%END (V2 fw (), )] || < \/16p lg(‘i CCin/a)

j=1 F

Denote ¢' = 4p(et)™?, Cy = 4o /p, and C3 = 12pCC1 /(ecr). With probability at least 1 — ', we
have

1 n

=2 Viw (@), = B [VAU(fw(@),y)]

n ~
i—1 (z,y)~D

!/
<Gy log(an/(S).
n
F

This completes the proof of Lemma 6.

Discussions. The minimax optimal sample complexity to find an e-optimal @-function in tabular
~-discounted MDPs is known to be O (SA(l - 7)_36_2) [3]. This rate is achieved by model-based al-
gorithms. Standard synchronous Q-learning, however, is sub-optimal, requiring O (SA(l — 7)*46*2)
samples. This gap in horizon dependency was later closed by variance reduction techniques. For
instance, a variance-reduced @Q-learning algorithm [37] achieves the minimax optimal rate, matching
the lower bound up to logarithmic factors. See a recent monograph for extensive references [8]. It
is an interesting open question to study the sample complexity of Q-learning for multi-objective
reinforcement learning. Another interesting question is to explore gradient estimation [22, 45| for
designing ensemble methods in meta-RL. These are left for future work.

C Omitted Experimentals

Environments. We summarize the RL environments: MT10, CartPole, Highway, LunarLander in
Table 4. We adopt the Gymnasium library [34] for environment implementation.

RL algorithms. In the Meta-World experiments, we employ Soft Actor-Critic (SAC) [10] as the
policy gradient algorithm. SAC is an off-policy, actor-critic deep reinforcement learning algorithm
based on the maximum entropy reinforcement learning framework. The core idea is to encourage
exploration by maximizing a trade-off between the expected return and the policy’s entropy.

The SAC algorithm learns three functions: A policy my and two critic functions Q, and Qy,.
We train the critic networks by minimizing the mean squared Bellman error:

1

L(¢i) = E(st,at,n,stJrl,dt)ND [2 (Qwi(st, at) - y(rt, St+1, dt))z] . (28)

The target value y is shared between both critics and is computed as:
Y(re, se41,d) =1+ v(1 — dy) (}nilng Qu; sarger (St415 Gt41) — alog mp (a1 | 5t+1)> ;o (29)

with as41 ~ mp(- | S¢41). The target network parameters 1 target is updated by

wj,target — TT/)]' + (1 - T)wj,target-
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Table 4: A summary of RL environments tested in our experiments.

Env. Goal State Action Reward

MT10 Execute robotic R3, representing 4 continuous ac- A sparse reward
manipulation the state of the tions: controlling for moving the ob-
tasks robot and the tar- end-effector move- jective to its goal

get objective. ment and gripper position.
actuation.

CartPole Balance a pole at- R?*, representing 2 discrete actions: A reward of +1 for
tached to a cart the cart’s position, applying a push to each timestep the

velocity, the pole’s  the cart (left or pole remains up-
angle, and angular right). right.
velocity.

Highway Avoid  collisions R®*°, represent- 5 discrete ac- A dense reward for
while driving on a ing the kinematic tions: change maintaining high
highway states of the ego lane left /right, speed, with a large

vehicle and four maintain lane, penalty for colli-
nearby vehicles. accelerate, decel- sions.
erate.
LunarLander Land a spacecraft R®, representing 4 discrete actions: A shaped reward

safely the

ground

on

the lander’s coor-
dinates, velocities,
angle, and leg con-
tact status.

control the main
engine and side
thrusters.

for approaching
the landing pad,
plus a large bonus
for a soft landing.

Next, the actor parameters 6 are trained to maximize the policy’s expected return and entropy:

Lsac(0) = Egp [anm(,|st) [a log mg(ay | s¢) — jnjile Qy,; (st at)” (30)
In the control environments, we employ Proximal Policy Optimization (PPO) [29] as our policy
gradient algorithm. PPO follows the design of the actor-critic algorithm [17], where the core
optimization objective is the clipped surrogate policy loss. This is combined with a value function
loss and an entropy as the optimization objective.
PPO involves tackling the following objective:

Lepo(6) = E, [min (rt(H)At, clip(re(8),1 — e, 1 + E)At)} — o, {(vg(st) - Vtﬂ + ey [H]mo](s0)]
(31)

where
7o, (at|st)

TG,y (at|5t)

rt(Ht) =

is the probability ratio between the new policy and the previous policy, A, is the advantage estimation
computed from the value function Vy(s;), and H[mg](s:) is the entropy of the policy.

In the meta-RL setting, we use the MAML algorithm |7], which consists of a two-step optimization
process. In the inner loop adaptation, MAML computes an adapted policy for each source task T;
from the trajectory Dé sampled by the interaction with the meta policy 6 and the corresponding
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environment:
0; =0 — aVoLr,(m). (32)

In the outer loop meta-update, MAML then aggregates the data from the trajectory sampled by
the interaction with the task-specific policy ¢% and the corresponding environment:

0« 0+8-Vo > Lr(m). (33)
T;,eT

Baseline descriptions. PaCo (Parameter Compositional MTRL) introduces a highly flexible
framework where task-specific parameters are explicitly composed rather than separated [31]. In
PaCo, the parameter vector for a given task is constructed as a linear combination of a shared,
task-agnostic basis of parameter vectors and a learned, task-specific compositional vector. Other
notable architectures, such as Soft Modularization (SM) and those based on Mixture-of-Experts
(MoE), explore ways to dynamically route information and learn task-specific components in a unified
network [40, 31].

Simultaneous optimization of a shared set of parameters under competing demands of various
tasks frequently leads to destructive interference, where joint training results in worse performance
on a given task than training it alone |32, 42]. The gradients from different tasks can point in
conflicting directions, which destabilizes learning [42, 23].

Meta-reinforcement learning. Meta reinforcement learning may be viewed as a specific scenario
of meta learning. MAML [7] is a foundational work that introduces a bi-level optimization structure.
In the inner loop, the policy is adapted to specific source tasks. In the outer loop, the initial
meta-policies are updated by differentiating with respect to inner-loop adaptation, optimizing for the
expected performance of the adapted policy across a distribution of source tasks. Building on this,
ProMP [28] introduces a low variance curvature estimator to stabilize training by assigning weight
to each sample in trajectories. Tr-MAML [5] focuses on the most challenging task and introduces a
min-max framework to minimize the maximum loss in the set.

Implementation details. In the Meta-World benchmark, we use training steps of 107, a buffer
size of 10%, a batch size of 1280, and a learning rate of 3 x 10~% with the Adam optimizer.

In the CartPole, Highway, and LunarLander environments, we use the following settings: 100
meta-training steps, 2048 training steps for each inner loop policy update, and a batch size of 64.

Additional experiments. We find that the shifted distribution of the source task 7 affects the
generalization on the unseen task. We conduct a straightforward experiment in a 2D navigation
environment to empirically investigate the influence of the source task distribution on meta rein-
forcement learning. In this environment, the agent starts at the origin (0,0) and navigates towards a
goal within a [—1,1] x [-1,1] plane. All goals are located on a circle centered at the origin with
a fixed radius of 0.9. An episode is considered a success if the agent’s final distance to the goal is
within a threshold of 0.1. The agent is guided by a reward function defined as the negative Euclidean
distance to the goal, with an additional bonus upon success.

For the experiment, we maintain a uniform distribution for the target tasks, where goals can
appear anywhere on the circle. We then analyze the agent’s adaptation performance after being
meta-trained on source tasks drawn from three different distributions. The training curves are
illustrated in Figure 3a. We find that meta-training under uniform task distribution consistently
outperforms that under partial and biased task distribution. In detail, we find that:

24



—— Uniform —-==- Partial —+— DBiased

® Training A Fail *  Success
2z 0 1 1 1
e 2 ** Oy 5 *x e r * O kg
2 _g0 % * * g ° g ®
g = | % * -~ °o| -~ °
= _150 0, @ [ ] 0 [ ] 0] @ [ )
0 50 100 150 200 - 0 -1 0 - 0
Iterations X-axis X-axis X-axis
(a) Meta training curve (b) Uniform sampling (c) Partial sampling (d) Biased sampling

Figure 3: We illustrate the meta-training curve and the corresponding meta task distribution of the
navigation environment. The agent is meta-trained to navigate a training set of goals, and then
tested on a distinct set of unseen test goals with a few adaptation steps.

1. In Figure 3b, when the source task distribution is uniform and covers the four directions of the
target space, the agent can easily adapt to any target task.

2. In Figure 3¢, when the source tasks do not cover the target tasks, the policy overfits to the
source distribution and fails to generalize.

3. In Figure 3d, when the source distribution covers the target space but is heavily biased, the
policy struggles to adapt to target tasks in the sparsely represented regions.
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